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The European Corrugated Industry Welcomes European Commission’s Report on implementation of Packaging Directive
Brussels, 12 December 2006: FEFCO (the European Federation of Corrugated Board Manufacturers) welcomes the Commission report on the implementation of the Packaging and Packaging Waste Directive (PPWD) that was adopted on 6 December 2006
.
FEFCO especially welcomes the acknowledgement that the essential requirements are not at present consistently enforced. The expressed willingness to act on this aspect is an important development.

Wim Hoebert, Secretary General of FEFCO said: “FEFCO has been arguing for years that one of the consequences of poor implementation of the essential requirements is distortion of competition. Manufacturers in different Member States have to fulfil different requirements, which means that they cannot operate on a level playing field. Ultimately such requirements should also be mandatory for products imported from outside the EU.”
Further, FEFCO is pleased to note the Commission’s commitment to react on measures that risk disrupting the functioning of the internal market and which are not environmentally justified. This is especially important in the light of the ongoing discussion on the waste hierarchy under the revision of the Waste Framework Directive, where it is proposed that reuse be favoured over recycling. Measures to support reuse solely on the basis that it ranks higher in the waste hierarchy cannot always be justified from an environmental perspective. To the contrary, there are numerous cases where recycling has a lower environmental impact. Supporting reuse under those circumstances will lead to serious distortions of competition and not to a better environment.
Finally, the recommendation to the Member States to use the enforcement of the essential requirements as a priority in setting their waste prevention programmes is very valuable. The evidence shows that countries monitoring compliance with the essential requirements and countries implementing prevention plans have achieved similar levels of decoupling of growth in packaging use from GDP. This knowledge should be used in avoiding 25 different prevention plans and lead to a more harmonized approach based on the essential requirements.
XXX
Note to the editors
FEFCO (European Federation of Corrugated Board Manufacturers) was established in 1952 and represents the interests of the European Corrugated Board Manufacturers. Headquartered in Brussels, FEFCO has 24 active members, all European national corrugated packaging organisations. The role of the Federation is to investigate economic, financial, technical and marketing issues of interest to the corrugated packaging Industry, to analyse all factors which may influence the industry, and to promote and develop its image.   
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� Report from the Commission to the Council and the European  Parliament on the implementation of Directive 94/62/EC on packaging and packaging waste and its impact on the environment, as well as on the functioning of the internal market, 6 December 2006.
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