FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Corrugated: Circular by nature - what else?
Brussels, 11 March 2020
FEFCO welcomes the new Circular Economy Action Plan published by the Commission
today. The circular economy is vital for achieving the Green Deal ambition for climate
neutrality, preserving natural resources and supporting the competitiveness of the European
economy.
The sustainable product policy framework could be a real driver for circularity which starts
with the right selection of raw materials and the efficient use of resources. The bioeconomy
plays a key role by providing renewable fibre-based materials as a sustainable alternative to
other finite resources. FEFCO is pleased with the Commission initiative to support the
“sustainable and circular bio-based sector”.
Recycling gives valuable materials like paper and board a long-life span. The circular
economy needs recycling as much at it needs waste prevention and re-use to keep the
materials in the loop and to minimise the use of resources.
Designing sustainable products is key and should be a requirement for all packaging. The
paper and board industry already issued “Paper-based packaging recyclability guidelines” to
support the industry and its customers in building circularity into their products.
Corrugated cardboard packaging is a real example of circularity and sustainability. Paper
comes from a renewable source and we use recycled paper as a major raw material, optimising
the use of natural source and reducing the environmental impact. “On average corrugated
packaging contains 89% recycled content and is circular by nature”, says Angelika Christ,
FEFCO Secretary General.
Packaging plays a key role in protecting products and ensuring safe delivery and storage,
maintaining the quality of the product and often extending shelf life of fresh food. While
overpackaging should be reduced, underpackaging can have a hugely negative impact on
the environment. Packaging fit for purpose can prevent food waste and support the EU
ambition and the UN Sustainable Development regarding food loss and waste.
It is essential to maintain the competitiveness of the EU industry and to support its growth
while protecting the environment and building a new circular economy.
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Note to the editors
FEFCO (European Federation of Corrugated Board Manufacturers) represents the interests of the
European Corrugated Board Manufacturers. Headquartered in Brussels, FEFCO has 17 Association
members, all European national corrugated packaging organisations. The role of the Federation is to
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investigate economic, financial, technical and marketing issues of interest to the corrugated packaging
Industry, to analyse all factors which may influence the industry, and to promote and develop its
image.
Europe’s corrugated industry in Europe makes about 43.9 billion square metres of board per year,
enough to cover Denmark. It has 401 companies, 700 plants and accounts for 100,000 jobs.
Corrugated is already a complete, high-performance material design, and delivery system, with
thousands of possible combinations of board types, depth, weight, adhesives, and coatings. The
average box today is more than 5% lighter than 15 years ago and contains around 7% more recycled
material.
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