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Incoming EU rules will double plastic packaging by 2040, Smurfit
Kappa warns

Planned mandatory packaging reuse targets favour plastic over cardboard, paper packaging industry claims
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Members of European Parliament have tabled a series of amendments to the European

Commission’s proposed packaging and packaging waste regulation, which was outlined last

European Union packaging rules are “counterproductive” and risk doubling the amount of plastic

November with the aim of reducing packaging pollution and making all packaging reusable or
recyclable in a what it termed an “economically viable way” by 2030.

Amendments to the commission’s proposal include introducing mandatory reuse targets for all
packaging materials. They suggest a reuse target for transport packaging of at least 90 per cent by
2040.

However, the European Corrugated Packaging Association (Fefco), of which Smurfit Kappa is a
member, claims that amendments on mandatory reuse targets applied to all packaging materials
would increase plastic in circulation, and hit the paper packaging industry, which is focused on
recycling.

READ MORE
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Fefco said that in order meet this target, the market will be flooded by plastic packaging, for
example, reusable crates. The plastics industry will need, as an intended consequence, to
produce 8.1 billion additional plastic crates, which would put an additional 12 million tonnes of

plastic on the market, according to Fefco.

“We support the EU regulation’s ambitions, but these amendments are counterproductive. They
would impose mandatory reuse targets for packaging in too general a way which means the
amount of unnecessary plastic produced by 2040 will double instead of being significantly
reduced,” said Saverio Mayer, chief executive of Smurfit Kappa's European division.

“While the world aims at reducing plastics these proposed amendments go exactly in the
opposite direction.”

Dublin-based Smurfit Kappa is the largest producer of corrugated packaging, which is used to

make cardboard boxes,|

UK peer DS Smith has also come out strongly against the tabled amendments.

“We support the aims of the [European] Green Deal and the new legislation, but amendments
that mandate reuse targets for paper and cardboard would compromise the EU corrugated
cardboard industry, embed a plastic economy into the market, and hold us back on climate
change,” DS Smith’s head of strategy and innovation, Alex Manistry, said late last month.

Joe Brennan

Joe Brennan is Markets Correspondent of The Irish Times
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Plastic economy: the unintended consequence of reuse
targets

The proposals coming up in the Parliament and Council to the EU’s Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation reuse targets for transport packaging favor
plastic by default, while penalizing recyclable materials like cardboard.
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pioneer climate neutrality and drive fundamental change in the European economy.

Corrugated cardboard packaging stands out as a prime example of circularity, as it is collected
and recycled extensively throughout Europe. This is a testament to the effectiveness of our
well established, high-performance recycling system, which has enabled the recycling rate for
cardboard to exceed 90 percent and corrugated cardboard to reach an average recycled
content of 89 percent. Following its commitment, industry has developed credible pathways
to reach the EU’s climate neutrality ambitions.
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66 The European Union’s new rules on the reuse of packaging risk leading to an uptake
of plastic packaging, and consequently of plastic waste and pollution.

The European Union’s new rules on the reuse
of packaging risk leading to an uptake of plastic
packaging, and consequently of plastic waste
and pollution. This would have disastrous
environmental implications and go against the
very spirit of the transition towards a European
circular economy. A sustainable industry risks
being wiped out while a plastic economy would
be promoted by recently tabled proposals in the
European Parliament and the Council as part of
the ongoing legislative process. If adopted,
these would be in total contradiction with the
goals of the European Green Deal, the Circular
Economy Action Plan and the ongoing

negotiations for an international plastics treaty.

The reuse targets for transport packaging in the
EU’s Packaging and Packaging Waste

Regulation (PPWR) could pose a major risk to o Eleni Despotou, Director General, FEFCO | via FEFGO
the environment. Reuse targets by default favor

plastic packaging while penalizing recyclable materials like cardboard. In the case of transport
packaging, reusable plastic will inevitably replace recyclable cardboard — though this
increases energy, water usage and transport. Reuse of transport packaging will lead to massive
increases in logistics and road congestion in order to handle all reuse journeys across Europe.
In addition, it will increase the impact of packaging on the climate. A peer-reviewed study
shows that corrugated cardboard packaging outperforms reusable plastic crates in 10 out of

15 environmental impact categories, including carbon footprint.

Inadequately defined reuse targets will devastate the cardboard industry, despite the recycling
rate of 90 percent, the highest of all packaging materials in Europe. This will hit local
communities and the entire supply chain, as the cardboard industry is a local producer and
employer with over 660 plants located across Europe employing 100,000 people directly and
creating a further 270,000 jobs indirectly.

66 Corrugated cardboard packaging outperforms reusable plastic crates in 10 out of 15
environmental impact categories, including carbon footprint.
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Corrugated cardboard packaging is a valuable partner in the B2B supply chain despite being
less visible to the general public. Most of the food and drinks available for consumers at retail
stores are safely delivered in cardboard. Our packaging protects and preserves even the most
fragile goods. Damaged goods create additional pressure on the planet through wasted food,

fuel and other resources.

Europe is sleep-walking towards an ecological tragedy. Plastic does not go away; most of it
remains in the environment when not properly disposed of. Every kind of packaging, reusable
or single use will reach its end-of-life. When imposing mandatory reuse targets, this fact needs
to be seriously considered. With around 20 million tons of plastic already on the market, it is
no surprise that we often find plastic littering our streets, our parks and our beaches. When
plastic ends up in the environment or the ocean, it causes irreversible damage to natural

ecosystems. This is a catastrophe in the making.

Industry’s estimates are truly alarming. The proposed amendments to the PPWR coming from
the Parliament and Council suggest a reuse target for transport packaging of at least 90
percent by 2040. To meet this target, the market will be flooded by plastic packaging, for
example, reusable crates. The plastics industry will need to produce 8.1 billion additional
plastic crates (assuming 10 reuses a year), putting an additional 12m tons of plastic on the
market (assuming 1.5kg per crate). This will almost double the amount of plastic packaging on
the market today.

In her address at the Beyond Growth Conference at the European Parliament, Commission

President Ursula von der Leyen said that “a growth model centered on fossil fuels is simply
obsolete”. With this in mind, one can wonder if fostering a reuse economy based on plastic

packaging is truly the way towards circularity and climate neutrality.

P4 The only credible way forward for Europe is for reuse and recycling to exist equally
alongside each other.

The PPWR’s goals are ambitious, and we share them, but its unintended consequences could
further increase the negative impact of packaging on the environment. We are very much
concerned with the biased approach towards reuse, which is seen by many politicians and
consumers as a panacea for the packaging problem. Targets must be realistic and should only
be introduced if they can be shown to be positive for the environment, for society and for the
economy. It is certainly not a one-size-fits-all solution. Corrugated cardboard is the most
recycled material due to its intrinsic properties, which at the same time means reuse is not a
realistic option for most applications. The only credible way forward for Europe is for reuse
and recycling to exist equally alongside each other.

As the negotiations continue between the EU institutions, we expect that EU and national
political ambitions will consider the economic reality of the packaging supply chain and agree
upon a Regulation that is good for the environment, the economy and society at large.

| Authar(e)-

Packaging News

https://www.packagingnews.co.uk/news/materials/cartonboard/ds-smith-warns-new-eu-packaging-
regulations-could-increase-plastic-23-06-2023



Press Coverage — PPWR unintended consequences

PackagingNews

NEWS ~ MARKETS ~ PODCAST & WEBINARS ~ FEATURES ~ EQUIPMENT ~ EVENTS

4 Home » News » Materials » Cartonboard Add to Bookmarks

X By Wagas Qureshi © 23 June 2023

DS Smith warns new EU packaging
regulations could increase plastic

Proposed amendments to new EU packaging regulations could result in

huge amounts of new plastic on the market, DS Smith has warned.

The EU is close to agreeing new rules around packaging and packaging waste,
but proposed amendments risk ‘flooding the market with millions of tonnes of
new plastic’ and rolling back a decade of measures to curb plastic use, according
to DS Smith.

Amendments to the Commission’s proposal for a Packaging and Packaging
Waste Regulation (PPWR) are being debated by MEPs and Member States, and

proposed changes include introducing mandatory reuse targets for all materials.

The corrugated giant is calling on all MEPs to oppose the amendments to PPWR
and consider the impact that mandates on reuse targets for paper and cardboard

would have on the industry, as well as climate change efforts.

It said that according to independent peer-reviewed analysis commissioned by
FEFCO, mandatory reuse targets applied to all materials would increase the
amount of plastic packaging in circulation and establish a plastic monopoly on

some market segments.
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For example, if applied to the transport and e-commerce corrugated cardboard
packaging categories, 8.1bn new plastic crates weighing 12mn tonnes will be
needed to achieve a reuse target of 90% hy 2040, and 16hn litres of water will be

needed to wash just half of them for reuse2.

This huge injection of plastic into the EU economy contradicts years of progress

in curbing the use of plastic packaging in the EU and internationally.

DS Smith said if the amendments are adopted, PPWR would:

Risk billions more pieces of plastic being added to the 91%3 of it that already remains un-recycled;

Penalise the most widely recycled packaging material and pose serious threats to the functioning of the
best performing recycling system in the EU

Jeopardize the success of recent policy initiatives to curb plastics use in the EU, including the Single Use
Plastics Directive;

+ Be in contradiction with the objectives of the ongoing negotiations on the landmark international treaty
to curb plastic pollution.

Alex Manisty, group head of strategy & innovation, DS Smith, said: “We support
the aims of the Green Deal and the new legislation, but amendments that
mandate reuse targets for paper and cardboard would compromise the European
corrugated cardboard industry, embed a plastic economy into the single market,

and hold the EU back on climate change.

“Recycling and reuse both have a role to play in packaging circularity and should
be complementary. Reuse systems should be used where heneficial for the
environment, economy and society. Imposing mandatory reuse targets would only
benefit the plastic industry. The Commission recognised this by deliberately
excluding corrugated cardboard from most of the mandatory reuse targets. We

call on the European Parliament and member states to do the same.”

According to life cycle analysis data from FEFCO, reusable plastic trays must be

reused at least 63 times to be environmentally sustainable.

In contrast, with a recycling rate over 80%, corrugated cardboard is the most
recycled packaging material, and the industry is committed to ambitious

decarbonization targets.
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DS Smith: New EU Rules Risk Flood of New Plastic Packaging and Contradict
Years of Progress to Curb Plastic in the EU

LONDON
26 The EU is close to agreeing new rules around packaging and packaging waste, but amendments proposed to the
Commission’s proposal risk flooding the market with millions of tonnes of new plastic and rolling back a decade of measures

JUN 2023 to curb plastic use, according to DS Smith, the FTSE 100 leader in sustainable packaging, paper products and recycling.

Amendments to the Commission’s proposal for a Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) are being debated by
MEPs and Member States, and proposed changes include introducing mandatory reuse targets for all materials.

According to independent peer-reviewed analysis commissioned by FEFCO*, mandatory reuse targets applied to all materials
would increase the amount of plastic packaging in circulation and establish a plastic monopoly on some market segments.

For example, if applied to the transport and e-commerce corrugated cardboard packaging categories, 8.1bn new plastic
crates weighing 12mn tonnes will be needed to achieve a reuse target of 90% by 2040, and 16bn litres of water will be needed
to wash just half of them for reuse®.

This huge injection of plastic into the EU economy contradicts years of progress in curbing the use of plastic packaging in the
EU and internationally.

If the controversial amendments are adopted, PPWR would:

Risk billions more pieces of plastic being added to the 91%° of it that already remains un-recycled;

Penalise the most widely recycled packaging material and pose serious threats to the functioning of the best performing
recycling system in the EU

Jeopardize the success of recent policy initiatives to curb plastics use in the EU, including the Single Use Plastics Directive;
Be in contradiction with the objectives of the ongoing negotiations on the landmark international treaty to curb plastic
pollution.

Alex Manisty, Group Head of Strategy & Innovation, DS Smith, said: “We support the aims of the Green Deal and the new
legislation, but amendments that mandate reuse targets for paper and cardboard would compromise the European corrugated
cardboard industry, embed a plastic economy into the single market, and hold the EU back on climate change.
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“Recycling and reuse both have a role to play in packaging circularity and should be complementary. Reuse systems should be
used where beneficial for the environment, economy and society. Imposing mandatory reuse targets would only benefit the
plastic industry. The Commission recognised this by deliberately excluding corrugated cardboard from most of the mandatory
reuse targets. We call on the European Parliament and member states to do the same.”

According to life cycle analysis data from FEFCO*, reusable plastic trays must be reused at least 63 times to be
environmentally sustainable. In contrast, with a recycling rate over 80%, corrugated cardboard is the most recycled packaging
material, and the industry is committed to ambitious decarbonization targets.

In the last decade, DS Smith has developed a circular model that utilises only 100% recyclable paper-based packaging. The
company has also worked with the world’s largest brands to replace plastics in their supply chains with recyclable materials
and has created more than 1,000 reuse design templates, as well as exploring reuse pilots and partnerships in situations
where reusing carboard make sense.

Ends

1 FEFCO - European Federation of Corrugated Board Manufacturers

2 FEFCO data. Sources: Plastics Europe, IFCO, Albrecht 2021, FEFCO, Investopedia

3 plastic pollution is growing relentlessly as waste management and recycling fall short, says OECD
4 FEFCO_Visual_Overview_v8.1.pdf
https://www.fefco.org/sites/default/files/2022/FEFCO_Comparative_LCA_study.pdf

View source version on businesswire.com: https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20230626988991/en/

DSSmith@headlandconsultancy.com
Headland Consultancy: Ewa Lewszyk, Mia Dexter

© Business Wire, Inc.
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New EU rules risk flood of new plastic packaging
CONTRADICTING YEARS OF PROGRESS TO CURB PLASTICIN THE EU
26 JUNE 2023 16:58

The EU is close to agreeing new rules around packaging and packaging waste, but
amendments proposed to the Commission’s proposal risk flooding the market with
millions of tonnes of new plastic and rolling back a decade of measures to curb
plastic use, according to DS Smith, the FTSE 100 leader in sustainable packaging,
paper products and recycling.

Amendments to the Commission’s proposal for a Packaging and Packaging Waste
Regulation (PPWR) are being debated by MEPs and Member States, and proposed
changes include introducing mandatory reuse targets for all materials.

According to independent peer-reviewed analysis commissioned by FEFCO?,
mandatory reuse targets applied to all materials would increase the amount of
plastic packaging in circulation and establish a plastic monopoly on some market
segments.
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For example, if applied to the transport and e-commerce corrugated cardboard
packaging categories, 8.1bn new plastic crates weighing 12mn tonnes will be
needed to achieve a reuse target of 90% by 2040, and 16bn litres of water will be

needed to wash just half of them for reuse?.

This huge injection of plastic into the EU economy contradicts years of progress in
curbing the use of plastic packaging in the EU and internationally.

If the controversial amendments are adopted, PPWR would:

« Risk billions more pieces of plastic being added to the 91%3 of it that already
remains un-recycled;

* Penalise the most widely recycled packaging material and pose serious
threats to the functioning of the best performing recycling system in the EU

« Jeopardize the success of recent policy initiatives to curb plastics use in the
EU, including the Single Use Plastics Directive;

« Bein contradiction with the objectives of the ongoing negotiations on the
landmark international treaty to curb plastic pollution.

Alex Manisty, Group Head of Strategy & Innovation, DS Smith, said: “We support
the aims of the Green Deal and the new legislation, but amendments that mandate
reuse targets for paper and cardboard would compromise the European
corrugated cardboard industry, embed a plastic economy into the single market,
and hold the EU back on climate change.

“Recycling and reuse both have a role to play in packaging circularity and should be
complementary. Reuse systems should be used where beneficial for the
environment, economy and society. Imposing mandatory reuse targets would only
benefit the plastic industry. The Commission recognised this by deliberately
excluding corrugated cardboard from most of the mandatory reuse targets. We call
on the European Parliament and member states to do the same”

According to life cycle analysis data from FEFCO4, reusable plastic trays must be
reused at least 63 times to be environmentally sustainable. In contrast, with a
recycling rate over 80%, corrugated cardboard is the most recycled packaging
material, and the industry is committed to ambitious decarbonization targets.

In the last decade, DS Smith has developed a circular model that utilises only 100%
recyclable paper-based packaging. The company has also worked with the world'’s
largest brands to replace plastics in their supply chains with recyclable materials
and has created more than 1,000 reuse design templates, as well as exploring reuse
pilots and partnerships in situations where reusing carboard make sense.

DS Smith is a leading provider of sustainable fiber-based packaging worldwide

26 JUNE 2023 16:58
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In search of a sustainable solution for packaging waste

According to Eleni Despotou, Director General of FEFCO, reuse targets by their
nature favor plastic packaging, while "punishing” recyclable materials, such as
cardboard.

sHaRe: @ W M &=

The upcoming revision of the EU regulation on Packaging and Packaging Waste (PPWR)
has generated intense debate among policy makers, industry stakeholders and
environmental advocates. The aim is for all packaging on the European market to be
reusable or recyclable (in an economically viable way) by 2030.

The primary objective is to reduce packaging waste by 15% by 2040 per capita per
Member State (with a reference year of 2018). In particular Member States will be asked to
reduce packaging waste (per capita) by 5% by 2030, by 10% by 2035 and by 15% by 2040
compared to 2018. This will lead to an overall reduction in waste in EU. by around 37%
compared to the no change scenario. And by 2029, countries are required to create return
systems for single-use metal and plastic drink packaging.

By the end of 2025, 65% (by weight) of all packaging waste should be recycled, including
50% of plastic , 50% of aluminum , 70% of glass and 75% of paper and cardboard .
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The proposal also outlines minimum food packaging reuse and refill targets to be achieved
by 2030: 10% for non-alcoholic beverages, 25% by 2040, 20% for hot and cold beverage
packaging for sale, 80% by in 2040, 10% for consumer-facing businesses such as
restaurants and cafes, 25% by 2040, 5% for wine bottles, except for sparkling wine
packaging, 15% by 2040. Accelerating the transition in the Circular Economy model
depends on how the environmental challenges arising in the management of the relevant
waste are addressed. In this field, innovation and technology make a decisive contribution.

Suggestions

Under these circumstances the corrugated packaging industry emphasizes that reuse
targets must be realistic, technically feasible, economically viable and demonstrably
environmentally beneficial. As the EU revises its packaging and packaging waste
regulation, it is vital to consider the potential implications and different perspectives of
these revisions, and the concept of 'fit for purpose’ packaging should be central to the
legislation of the EU to maintain the appropriate balance of sustainability measures.
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Otherwise, it could lead to negative effects in various areas. For example, the corrugated
packaging industry, with a proven track record of promoting sustainability, could be
adversely affected as the proposed revisions risk disrupting the balance between recycling
and reuse, potentially leading to an increase in plastic packaging and waste. According to
Eleni Despotou, Director General of FEFCO, reuse targets by their nature favor plastic
packaging, while "punishing” recyclable materials, such as cardboard.

Especially in the case of transport packaging, reusable plastic will inevitably replace
recyclable cardboard - although this increases the use of energy, water and transport. The
reuse of transport packaging can lead to a massive increase in logistics and road
congestion in order to process all reuse routes across Europe. In addition, it will increase the
impact of packaging on the climate. For example, FEFCO's recent study shows that
corrugated packaging outperforms reusable plastic boxes in 10 out of 15 environmental
impact categories, including carbon footprint.

In this context, the industry advocates the need to adopt a balanced approach that
recognizes the value of both recycling and reuse, while highlighting the unigue advantages
and benefits of materials such as corrugated board to achieve sustainable packaging
solutions. It is also an industry that is committed to promoting sustainability and, as Eleni
Despotou noted, strongly supports the European Union's ambition to reduce the
environmental impact of packaging waste, while strengthening the functioning of the
market.

RECYCLING WASTE PROCESSING & MANAGEMENT Packaging Materials
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#TRENDS IYPIZA KAYZQNAY HIZMIPINKOY BOYAH STORIES ON FIELD

# IYPIZA EKAOTEX2023 PQIIA [ANEAAAAIKEZ TOYPKIA EKAOrIKH FPAMMATEIA TIIMPAX IMAPTIATEZ KOPONAIOX MEGA

AToppippaTa 6VCKELAGIAG Kot TIEPBAAAOVTIKOG &
avTIKTUTIOG: PAYVOVTAG TIV 100pPOTLN AVAPECH
0TIV EMAVAYPT|CTHIOTIO6T] KOl TIV AVAKDKAWGCT]

Toviagn TN | 10 lovAion 2023, 17:45 0 L 4 ° o o m @ e |AA

Av ka1 {oDpE OF £ETOYXEG OOV 1) AVAKVKADOT] £X£1 YIVEL KOPPATL TOV GLYYPOVOD TPOTOL {w1|g, 0TV

EE yivovtal £vToveg ou{ITioeLg GYETIKA PIE TO IOV PoPel va oSnyrjoel pia véa oTpaTtnyiki] vagp me

EMAVAYPT CLLOTOLN OT|G.
O eproo6Tepot €€ nuav Benpodv 0Tt N avakDKAWOT) KAt 1) ETavaypnoonoinon avijkovy oty idia oudda
evBlapEpovIog, TO00 atd MEVPAG ETYEIPELY 000 Kl Xpadng EVPOIAIKMY TOATIKGOV avapoptkd Le 1o neptBdiov. [a
10 8eVTEPO 106G KA VA 10YVEL, Y1 TO TPATO OUWG Ta ipdry parta padaivoupe ot etvan ToAD Stagopetikd. Tuykekpluéva,
oV en0pevn avade@PnoT) TOU EVPHAATKOD KAVOVICLOD Y1 TIg CUOKEVATieg Kal T atdffinta cvokevaciag
(PPWR) spoteivoviatl cofapeg ariay£g sov £X0vv sipokareoet S1apopeg oulnThoelg Hetal v evIapepoEVGOY
pepmv. Ot oxetikoi qopeig g EE, pe tn Bropnyavia sov anaoyoleital 0tov KAA§o autd kat 1oug nepifavioidyovg
PUIVETC VAL VAL KAapo TOPa 08 OLYTNOELS YU TIg ETTTOOELG TETOWOV cAay @V, KaBOT1 vrootnpidetal 0Tt ot
NPOTEWVOpEVEG avaBepoelg popel va 08nNyNRoovY 0g avioopportia HETa&d avakDKAMONG Kal EMavaypno1LoIoinong,
POKCAGVIAG EVOEXOLEVIOE ADENOT TV IAAOTIKGY OVOKEVAOIGOV Kt aitoBAN Ty,


https://www.kathimerini.gr/page/cms-preview/
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Omote kanolog Aoyikd Ba avapatnBel katd nooo auvteg o1 avaBenpnoeg &xouv peietoel oe (aBog g mBavég ovvéneleg
yia o nepldiiov ko dpa yia o avBpamvo otkoototnua ev yével. ‘Dol pag dhhaote elpaote vnep 1o00 g
AvakDKADMOTIC O00 KL TN¢ eNmavayproigonoinane, oto Babud mou Aettoupyoly WIEP NUOY, SAAY1OTONOIOVTOS TO
mepfavroidoyd amottnopd pag. Kou efo paBaivoupe kdmota otogelo, ALydtepa yvaotd, wid toug e181kole Tou ¥hpou

omeag elvan ) UNIPAKHELLAS, pe efa18ikenor 0Ty KaTaakeuT] avakUkAGPEvmy ¥apTok BaTiay Kal ouoKeuaoionw.

Tuykekpluva, o kidbog ovokevaciag amd kupatosbee yapTov troamplda v avaykn moebémong piang
100 PPOATILUEVTIC JIPOGEYYLOT|C Tov avayvwpifer my afia Téce e avakvkAKoTc 600 KUl TN
emavayproLeneinene. Avtd nov opeliovpe &faia va efetdoovue elval mote ko yiad mpotipdtarl 1) kabe Ao,

ExovTag k¢ atoyo T Biboun avamtuln ko v npoatacia tov nepiaiiovrog. Tia mapddery e, 1 TPoo@UTTy LeidTy

¢ FEFCO Belyvel o 1 ovokevaoia and wupatoafic xaptdvi vaeprepel Twv emavayprioponolovyevmy
maonkev K wtiny oe 10 and T 15 katyyopiee mepifaiiovokey emmtwoswy (cvpmepiiap favopgvov Tov
wIoTUAGUaTeS avBpaka). Enutigov, o1 emkelpeve avaBeopriosie Ba umopotoav va npogBégouy axopa
Sioskarouvple mTAaoTikG OTo 91% TOV TAAGTROD fov 81 mapapdver un avaxvkiopdve! Kal elvon eplepyo
00 cLTO, av orkepToLUEe TI¢ poodbeieg kol Tic mpaToBouAleg ow vivovtal maykoo plog yia my ehaaotonolnar Tou
TAASTKOU 7oL Tagvikd pralvel mdh oto narvii...

Avtd nov tovidel o kAdDog ovokevaoiag and kupatoeldeg yaptovy, téow g eiiikot Eigvng Asgmétov Director

General m¢ FEFCO, slval 51 apevoe eyel Heousutel yvia v mpodBnon e haoipdmrag, apetepov unoompide pe
wkdBe TpdHIo T ELpITAiKES TOATIKES NelwONE TLV ENUITTOOEMY TOV AoBANTOY ovokevaoiag, EVIoYDOVTIS TTORAAATIAL I
Astrtoupyla e ayopd.

Ta autd GAAGOTE 01 vEoL 0TOYOL Sravaypr|oLposolnorg mov npoanBolbvral orjuepa Ba mpénel va uopolv va

payuatonomBboly texvikd, otkovoukd kal va elvar amodederyuéva nepPariovird hoopol. Iaoytel duang aud;

Zoppava ot ge Ty EAgvn ABGaGTow, 01 0TOX01 ENAvaypToLonoinang elval Aoyikd va npiodotolv T ¥pron
TAAOTKOU kel val yupliouy Ty mhdm) 08 avakukAGo1UO DATKA OIT0¢ T0 ¥apTovy, oL atoteiel 1o mo supéag
AVOKUKADIEVD LAIKO OLOKELAGLAC.

Inueidvetal esiong ot elval BEpa ypovou oTig ouakevaoleg UETAPOPAC TO STAVEPT|OLUOTOTOLUO TACASTIKO Ve

AVTIKATATTIOEL TO AVOKUKAGQOLHIO YapTdvy, kAT ov Ba odmynoel o atEnon e xpnone eveépyelag, vepol Kol UeTaqpopac.
Avtd nov tovifouvy o1 AvBpunol Tou whddou elvarl d1 Ba mpénel dAo1 01 ELTAEKOUEVOL VA PPOVTIOOUV yia T Slatipnon me
KATEAANATC Ww0opporiag tov uetpay Bloopdmrag ue kevipiko obvBna Ty vvola T «KaTdATing yia 1o okomo

TNC» CUOKELAOLOC.

T0 600U AYCITAVE TIC EPEUVES KA1 TA OTATIOTIKG, HEPIKE (R GLLa GTOLY Ela and Tov etetdikevpévo opyavioud Food

Packaging Forum:

» Taxpdm péin Ba kinBolby va psidoouy ta anofinta ovoxevasiog (avé kdtowko) katd 5% £ac 10 2030, KAaTd 10% 2og
TO 2035 KOl KATA 15% £0¢ TO 2040 08 oOLYKPLOT] Ue 1o 2018. Kal uéypl 10 2029 o1 ¥hpeg karobvtal va dnmovpy™ ~
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OVOTNHATA EMOTPOPNG YIA TIG HETANNIKEG KO TAAOTIKEG OUOKEVRO1EG TTOTQV piag Xprong. Méypt to 18hog tov 2025, 10
65% (katd Bapog) 6Awv v arofitav cvokevaoiag Oa npanel va avakvki@vetal, cupnepiiau favouévou tov 50%
TOU TAAOTIKOD, TOV 50% TOU cAOUUIVIOD, TOL 70% TOL yuahol Kat Tov 75% 1oL XapTiol Kat Tou Xaptovio.

o H ipotach mepty pa@pel emong Toug eAI0Toug 0TOX0VE EMAVAKPTCILONOINOTE KA ETAVAITANPOOTC TOV CUOKEVAOIOV
Tpo@inmv mov npénel va emtevxfolv Emg 10 2030: 10% yia Ta pn AkooAOUYA oTd, 25% £0¢ 10 2040, 20% yia TIg
OLOKEVATIEG LEOTAOV KAl KPU®V POPTIUAT@V JIPOg TOANOT], 80% £0G 10 2040, 10% Y1A TIG ETUXEIPTOELS OV
armevUVOVTaL OTOV KATAVAAWTT, OTIWE E0TIATOPIA KAl KAPETEPLES, 25% £ TO 2040, 5% YA TIG PIAAESG KPAGLIOV, EKTOC
aIto TIG CVOKEVAOIES Y1 TO appmdeg Kpaot, 15% £wg T0 2040.

TAGS: .
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in - Greece

https://www.in.gr/2023/07/10/plus/ta-nea-tis-agoras/aporrimmata-syskeyasias-kai-perivallontikos-
antiktypos-psaxnontas-tin-isorropia-anamesa-stin-epanaxrisimopoiisi-kai-tin-anakyklosi/

’n Mapackevr 14 Ioviiov 2023 | 10:10 37°C Afiva v f ]

APXIKH EIAHZEIZ EAAAAA KOIMOX [IOAITIKH OIKONOMIA AIIOYH INVIEW ZXIIOP AUTO YIEIA BSCIENCE THE GOOI

#TRENDS IYPIZA KAYZONAX AAKHZ EPNTOTAN

# IYPIZA EKAOTEX2023 PQXIA AAKHEI TOYPKIA EKAOTIKH FPAMMATEIA KAYIONAI XIMAPTIATEZ KOPONAIOX MEGA KAIPOX MY}

ATIOppIHATA GVOKEVAGTAG KOt IEPBAAAOVTIKOG &0
avTiKTUTI0G: PaYVovTag TV 100pPoTa AVAPESA
OTI|V EMAVAYPT|CLHOTIOL 0T KAl TIV AVAKOKA®GT)

Toveagn IN | 10 Iovhiov 2023, 17:45 0 L 4 Q ® o m IAA

Av ka1 {o¥ e 02 £TOYEC OOV 1) AVAKVKA®WOT)] £Y€1 yivel KOppaT
TOV OUyYpovov Tpoov {wng, otnv EE yivovrat évroveg
ou{NTNOLIg OYLTIKA UE TO 7OV ropel va odnyroet pia véa
CTPATYIKT) USIEP TIC ETAVAYPT)C1HUOTOINOTIC.
O teproodTepot £ Nnuav Bewpovv 6T 1 avakbkAwoT kai n
emavaypnolpomroinon avijkovy oty idia opdda evdragépovtog, 10600 amrd
TEUPAg eMIYELPELY 000 KA XAPa&ng EVPWIATKAV TOMTIKGOV AVAPOPIKA LIE TO
nepifédhov. Ta 1o edtepo iowg kat va 1oyDeL, yia T0 TPAOTO OU®E Ta
npaypata pabaivovpe 6T eivan TOAD Sra@opeTikd. ZUYKEKPIUEVA, 0TV
enopevn avade@ProT) TOV EVPETATKOV KAVOVIOHOU Yid TI¢
ovokevaoisg kal ta awroPinta ovokevaociag (PPWR) mpoteivoviar
oofapég arrayég mov Eovy npokahéoel Srapopeg ouinTNoelg LeTaEd TV
evBiagepdpevev pepamv. O1 oyetikol @opeig g EE, pe ) fropnyavia mov
amaoyoeital 6Tov KAAS0 auTod kKot Tovg mepifavioirdyovg @aivetan va sivan
KQ1pO TP OE GLINTHOELS V1A TIG EMITTMOOELIG TETOIWV AAAay®V, kabot
vroompiletan 6T o1 Tpotevoueveg avabewprioeig popei va odnyfoovy oe
avIo0pPOTTia HETAE) AVAKUKA®OT|G KA ETTAVAYPTGLOTTOINONG, TIPOKAADVTAG

evBeyouévag adinon TV TAAOTIKGOV CUCKEVAOIMV KAl AToBATOV.


https://www.in.gr/2023/07/10/plus/ta-nea-tis-agoras/aporrimmata-syskeyasias-kai-perivallontikos-antiktypos-psaxnontas-tin-isorropia-anamesa-stin-epanaxrisimopoiisi-kai-tin-anakyklosi/
https://www.in.gr/2023/07/10/plus/ta-nea-tis-agoras/aporrimmata-syskeyasias-kai-perivallontikos-antiktypos-psaxnontas-tin-isorropia-anamesa-stin-epanaxrisimopoiisi-kai-tin-anakyklosi/
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Omnote kQtolog Aoykda Oa avapomBel katd 1600 avtég o1 avabewprioeig
£yovv peiemoer oe BabBog ig mbaveg ovvéneieg yia to mepfdiiov kan apa
yia 1o avBp@mvo otkoovoTua ev yével. 'Ohot pag AhwoTte eipaocte viEp
TO0O TG AVAKVKAWOTIG 000 KAl TNG EAVAYPTOILOTT0INaTG, 0To Babud mov
AS1TOUPYOVY LIIEP NUOV, EAAYIOTOMOIMVTAG TO TEPIPAVTOAOYIKO QO TOTIWUA
pag. K £6m pabaivovpe kaumola ototyeia, Aiyodtepa yveotd, amd Tovg
a181xolg Tov Ywpov 6mwg eivar f UNIPAKHELLAS, pe e€aidikevon omyv
KOATAOKEVT) AVAKVKAGUEVOV XAPTOKIBOTI®V KOl CUOKEVACIOV.

TuyKekpIEVa, 0 KAAB0g cLoKeLaoiag amd KLUAToe1dEg YapTovt LToo T piel
™V avaykn vioB£m o e pag 100p poTnUEVI|E TIPOGEYYLOT|G TTOV
avayvepilel mv aiia 1000 T¢ avakvkA®oT ¢ 000 Kal ¢
ETAVAYPT)CLUOTOINOT)E. AUTO TTov oeirovpe Pefaia va eEetdoovpe sivar
mote Kau yati mponpdtan 1 k&Be Avom, £xovtag wg oTtoyo T froon
avdurtodn kat myv ipootacia tov mepifdihovtog. Na mapdderyua, n
mpooam) pergt me FEFCO 8eiyvel 6T 1 cuokevaoia amtd Kupatoeideg

YAPTOVL LTIEPTEPEL THV EMAVAYPT|CIHOTOLOVUEVOV TAATTIKGDV
Kfwtwv os 10 W6 T¢ 15 Kamyopieg TePaAAOVIIKGOV ETUTIOOEDV
(ovpmeprapfavopsvov tov atowaepatog avlpaxa). Emuigov, ot
emkeipeveg avabewprioerg Oa pumopovoav va mpocBeécovy axdpa
Sroskaroppvpra Maoctxd oo 91% Tov MAacTKOD oV 1181
mapapéver pn avaxkvkiopévo! Ka sivar epiepyo 6ho autod, av oke@tovue
g Tpooabeieg kat Tig TPWTOPOVAIEG TTOL YiVOVT TAYKOCLI®G yia TV
£AQY10TOTOINOT) TOL TTAACTIKOV TTOL EAPVIKA ptaivel TdAL 6To Tty vidu...

Avtd mov tovidel 0 kKAABog cLoKELACIAg ATTO KUPATOEBEG YAPTOVL, HECW NG
a18icod EAévng Acomotov Director General mg FEFCO, sival o1t
aevog gxel Seopevtel yia mv mpombnon g frwouomag, apetEpov
vrootnpilel pe ke TPOMTO TIC EVPWIATKES TOMTIKEG LEIMOTG TRV
EMATOOLWV TV WIOBA|TOV CUOKELACTIAG, EVIOYDOVTAG Tapdihnia
Ag1tovpyia g ayopdg.

T auTd AAADOTE 01 VEOL GTOYOL ETAVAYPTTILOTOINOTG TToL TTpowBolvTat
onuepa Ba mPEMEL va PITopolv va Tpaypatostoinfovv TeEXVIKA, O1KOVOLIKA Kat
va givan anmodederypéva nepifadrovukd froopon Ioydel dpmg avtd;

TVueova e pe mv EAgvn A£ootov, 01 0TOXO0L EMAVAYPT|CILOTOINoNG
eivar Aoyikod va mipipo8otolv ) ¥prion TAacTkod K va yupilouy v mAdTn
0€ QVAKUKADOIA DAIKA OTTOE TO XAPTOVL, IOV QTOTEAEL TO 70 EVPEWG
AVAKVKA®OLEVO VAIKO CLOKELAoTAS.

Inueidveta emiong 0T eivar BEpa xpovov 0Tig CLOKEVATIEG HETAPOPAS TO
£TTAVAYPNOLULOTTO| OO TTAACTIKO VA AVTIKATAC TIOEL TO AVAKUKAQOIUO
XapTovL, kT mov Ba odnyroet os adinon mg xprong evépyslag, vepou Kat
LETAPOPAS.
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Avtd mov Tovidouv o1 avBpwrol Tov khadov sival 11 Ba mpémet dAot o1
ELTAEKOLLEVOL VA QPOVTITOLV Y1 TN 81T pT)oT) T ¢ KATAAANAN G 100pporTiag
TV PETpOV oo TAg UE KEVIPIKO oUVEnua TV Evvola Trg «KatdAiinine

Y1t TO KOO THE» CLOKEVATIaC.

Ta do0vg ayamdve TIC #pEUVEG KAL TA CTATIOTIKA, [LEPIKA akd|La oTotyeia

amo tov ekabikevpevo opyaviopd Food Packaging Forum:

o Takpdtn péin Ba wnbolv va paimoovy ta amdPinta cvokevasciag (avd
KAtowko) katd 5% £m¢ To 2030, KATd 10% £6¢ T0 2035 Kal Katd 15% £w¢ 1o
2040 oe oUykplor pe to 2018. Kai péypt 1o 2029 o1 ywpeg kaholvro va
8NLU10UpYT|CoVY CUOTIUATA EMOTPOPTG YA TIG LETOAIKES KAl TAAOTIKEG
guokevacieg motav piag yprong. Méyp 1o éhog Tov 2025, To 65% (KaTd
Bapog) diwv twv amofAntwy cvokevaciag Oa TPEMEL VA AVAKUKAGVETAL,
SUUTEPLAAUBAVOLEVOL TOV 50% TOL MAAOTIKOD, TOU 50% Tov ahovpviov,
OV 70% TOU YLOALOD KAl TOV 75% TOL }ApTIOD KAl TOL }apTovioU.

« H mpotaon meprypdpel £mMang TOUG SAQYITTONG GTOYOUE
SITOVALY PTOIUOTTOIN TG KAL ETAVAITAN POOT|C TV CUOKEVATIOV TPOQILGV
mov npénel va emrtevyfodv £0¢ To 2030: 10% Yio Ta 1N AAKO0AOTY M TOTA,
25% £0¢ TO 2040, 20% Y14 TIg CUOKELAOLES (E0TMV KAl KPU®V POPTLATGY
TPOC OANOT], 80% £(¢ TO 2040, 10% Y14 TIG EMTYE1PT)0EIE IOV
amevBUvovTal OTOV KATAVaAWTr), OMmg E0TIATOPLA KAL KAPETEPLES, 25% £(C
T0 2040, 5% Y10 TI¢ PIAAES KPATI0D, EKTOC A0 TI§ CUGKEVATIES Y1d TO
appadeg Kpaol, 15% £wg T0 2040.

TAGS: .

Kurier- Austria

https://kurier.at/apa-ots/wirtschaft/eu-verpackungsverordnung-frontalangriff-auf-papier-karton-und-
wellpappe/402517930
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ADVERTISING

EU Packaging Regulation: Frontal attack on
paper, cardboard and corrugated board

The paper/cardboard/corrugated value chain sharply criticizes the
blanket preference for reusable packaging over actually recycled paper
products.

07/11/2023, 09:02
> Split

In addition to ecological and economic arguments that speak in favor of
recycling as an equivalent solution, the mandatory reusable quotas in the
current draft for a European Packaging and Packaging Waste Ordinance
(PPWR) distort competition and have a massive impact on a functioning
circular economy. For decades, the Austrian paper industry has been one
of the absolute pioneers in sustainability issues in the sense of the
bioeconomy and, together with the entire value chain of paper,
corrugated board and cardboard, has made a significant contribution to
the domestic circular economy being a leader in Europe. The collection
and recycling rate for packaging made of paper, cardboard and corrugated
cardboard is 85 percent in Austria.
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e Split

Austropapier, representing the interests of the 23 domestic paper and
pulp producers, expressly welcomes the fact that the circular economy,
alongside decarbonization, is at the top of the EU agenda as part of the
Green Deal and is also being included in the draft of the European
Packaging and Packaging Waste Ordinance (PPWR). "Unfortunately, the
current draft lacks a clear commitment that several ways to achieve the
goal of climate neutrality in Europe by 2050 are considered to be of equal
value," explains Austropapier President Martin Zahlbruckner and
criticizes the preference for fossil-based reuse products over recyclable
and renewable fibre-based packaging: “The EU must take into account
what materials the packaging is made of and whether functioning
systems are in place, ensure the circular economy.” Paper and cardboard
fibers that are recycled in the paper cycle are high-quality European
secondary raw materials that can replace primary raw materials and,
according to a study by Graz University of Technology, can be used at
least 25 times.

Massive distortion of competition through mandatory quotas

The PROPAK trade association and the PROPAK Austria association, as
representatives of the industrial manufacturers of packaging made of
paper, cardboard and corrugated cardboard, cannot understand a blanket
preference for fossil reuse packaging: ""We support the EU goals, but a
perfectly functioning recycling system is unnecessarily in question and to
give reuse priority across the board is the wrong approach and poses a
lasting threat to parts of the industry,” warns PROPAK Chairman Georg
Dieter Fischer.
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The industry sees the reuse quotas required by the EU in the PPWR as
particularly problematic, as they do not make sensible coexistence with
recycled paper, cardboard or corrugated cardboard possible. "The
mandatory quotas provided for in the draft are diametrically opposed to
the EU's plans for a functioning European circular economy in the sense
of the Green Deal," criticizes Stephan Kaar, spokesman for the Forum
Wellpappe Austria. Mandatory quotas for all types of packaging would
severely restrict free competition in the internal market and replace a
significant proportion of renewable and recyclable paper, cardboard and
corrugated cardboard packaging with materials made from fossil raw
materials.

Higher costs and environmental pollution from traps

From a scientific perspective, too, there is no comprehensible
justification for giving preference to fossil-based reuse products. The
European corrugated board association FEFCO has calculated that 8.1
billion new plastic boxes will have to be brought onto the market by 2040
if the planned mandatory reuse quotas are to be met. This is not in the
spirit of the Green Deal and undermines the path of decarbonization that
has been taken.

Reuse packaging will cause much higher CO2 emissions due to the higher
transport and cleaning costs compared to recycled paper products and
will also be significantly more expensive. A recent McKinsey study has
calculated that fossil reuse packaging has a CO2 load that is up to 150
percent higher and costs that are up to 200 percent higher, which must be
passed on directly to customers. Switching to reuse instead of recycling
would also drastically increase water consumption.
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e Split
"An obligation to close product cycles would also make absolutely no
sense for paper, since one of the greatest advantages of paper recycling is
being able to restore very different products from local waste paper
collections on the spot, as required," explains Pro Carton Director General
Horst Bittermann and warns of an increasing burden on the environment
if implemented: "The consequence would be a massive increase in the
transport of packaging for recycling throughout Europe and exorbitant
additional and unnecessary CO2 emissions."

Austropapier President Martin Zahlbruckner, PROPAK Chairman Georg
Dieter Fischer, Pro Carton Director General Horst Bittermann and Forum
Wellpappe Austria spokesman Stephan Kaar are appealing for the EU to
rethink before the voting process: "All ecological, social and economic
arguments lead to a preference for fossil fuels Packaging ad absurdum
and suggest an equivalent solution. Further decarbonization in line with
the Green Deal can only succeed if sustainable paper, cardboard and
corrugated board products are treated equally.”

About the institutions:

As the association of the Austrian paper industry, Austropapier represents
the interests of its 23 members and around 7,700 employees, who
together produce 7 million tons of paper and pulp per year. As the
mouthpiece of the industry, Austropapier is increasingly dedicated to the
topics of energy and raw materials policy, environmental protection,
decarbonization, circular economy, Fhtmls-dom-document-internal-
entityl-amp-endE and the training of specialists and is committed to fair
competition on the European market. www.austropapier.at

The PROPAK trade association and the PROPAK Austria association
represent the industrial manufacturers of paper and cardboard products
in Austria. 86 companies with around 9,000 employees process and finish
around 1.2 million tons of paper and cardboard every year into corrugated
cardboard, packaging, paper goods for hygiene and household purposes,
office and organizational materials, books, brochures, tipping paper and
other paper goods. www.propak.at
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The Forum Wellpappe Austria represents the interests of the Austrian
corrugated board industry. It acts as a mouthpiece for trade, authorities,
politics and the public. The member companies of Forum Wellpappe
Austria are: Mondi Griinburg GmbH, Mosburger GmbH (locations: Vienna
and StraBwalchen), Rondo Ganahl Aktiengesellschaft (locations: Frastanz
and St. Ruprecht) and Steirerpack GmbH. www.wellpappe.at

Pro Carton, the European Association of Cartonboard and Folding Carton
Manufacturers, represents more than 40 cartonboard mills in 13 different
European countries and North America, covering more than 90 percent of
European demand, as well as the cartonboard converting industry across
Europe. Pro Carton works closely with other associations with a common
goal of making carton and carton packaging solutions the preferred
packaging choice for brand owners, retailers and consumers. Www.pro-
carton.com

(APA OTS) | 07/11/2023, 09:02
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EU Verordening Verpakkingen zal leiden tot toename plasticgebruik

Met de voorgestelde Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) wil de Europese Commissie vol
inzetten op het terugdringen van verpakkingen en verpakkingsafval in Europa. Kern van het voorstel is dat
verpakkingen zoveel mogelijk worden hergebruikt. Het Europarlement wil met een aantal amendementen
de PPWR aanscherpen en haar hergebruik percentages verder verhogen. Dit zal ten koste gaan van
verpakkingen op basis van recycling, zoals papier en karton. Zo dreigt een - onbedoelde - toename van
plastic verpakkingen, juist nu een wereldwijd verdrag in de maak is om het gebruik van plastic (fossiel)
terug te dringen. Recycling en re-use gaan beide over hergebruik: van grondstoffen en producten. Bij
biobased producten (zoals karton) is recycling de beste en meest duurzame oplossing. Het kan niet de
bedoeling zijn dat een circulair product als golfkarton de dupe wordt van een ondoordacht besluit uit
Europa

Negatieve milieugevolgen als gevolg amendementen Europarlement.

FEFCO — de Europese Federatie van Golfkarton producenten heeft becijferd dat de huidige amendementen
van het Europarlement, met druk op nog meer hergebruik, de logistieke ketens in Europa zullen belasten met
meer dan 8 miljard plastic kratten met een gewicht van zo’n 12 miljard kilo plastic. Daarnaast zal een deel van
deze plastic kratten, om voor hergebruik geschikt te blijven, gewassen moeten worden na elk gebruik. Dit zal,
zelfs als maar 50% van de plastic kratten wordt gewassen zo’n 16 miljard liter drinkwater per jaar vragen. Dit
soort gevolgen zijn een enorme stap terug in het bereiken van de doelen van Europa’s “Circular Economy
Action Plan”.

De Europese Commissie had juist in haar concept Verordening PPWR voor golfkartonverpakkingen een aantal
uitzonderingen geboden op het punt van hergebruik (re-use). De Europese Commissie ziet daarmee de
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voordelen van golfkarton verpakkingen. In artikel 26 van de Verordening zijn hiervoor enkele clausules
opgenomen. Amendementen van het Europarlement dreigen deze teniet te doen door nog meer hergebruik
te verplichten. De logistieke keten, met tienduizenden soorten verpakkingen en bestemmingen, zal daardoor
voor enorme uitdagingen komen te staan. Het is juist het eenmalig te gebruiken golfkarton dat in staat is de
meest efficiente maatwerk verpakkingsoplossing te bieden voor de gehele logistieke en waarde-keten.

Hergebruik en recycling kunnen volledig complementair zijn

De Europese Commissie wil werken aan een circulaire economie. De focus op hergebruik van verpakkingen
en niet op de recycling daarvan, in combinatie met boven genoemde recente door Europarlementariérs
ingediende amendementen die aanvullende verplichte doelstellingen opleggen voor hergebruik van
transportverpakkingen, staan die circulaire economie in de weg. Dat is een contraproductieve ontwikkeling,
terwijl de Europese samenleving plasticvervuiling juist probeert terug te dringen en kiest voor circulariteit.
Hergebruik is belangrijk, maar er zijn meerdere wegen richting een circulaire economie. Afwegingen en
keuzes moeten op basis van de voordelen voor milieu, samenleving en economie worden gemaakt. Recycling
en hergebruik zijn complementaire processen.

Papier en karton = circulair verpakken

De golfkartonindustrie steunt de ambitie van de EC om de verpakkingssector verder te verduurzamen. Wij
pleiten daarom ook voor een uniform systeem van labels en keurmerken op verpakkingen. Papier en karton
zijn uitstekende voorbeelden van circulaire materialen. Tot 90% van het in Nederland op de markt gebrachte
nieuwe papier en karton wordt na gebruik ingezameld en hergebruikt. Bovendien draagt de papierindustrie
bij aan het vergroten van het Europese bosoppervlak, wat resulteert in CO2-opname. Life Cycle Assessments
(LCA's) van verpakkingen tonen aan dat hernieuwbare, recyclebare materialen vaak betere resultaten
behalen dan fossiele materialen. Golfkarton kan moeiteloos 25 maal worden gerecycled zonder significant
kwaliteitsverlies. www.fefco.org

Bij maatwerk en voedselveiligheid faalt een re-use systeem.

Daarbij komt dat karton vaak de slimste verpakkingsoplossing is. Het verpakken van de vele producten die
worden aangeboden, kan niet worden beperkt tot gestandaardiseerde (plastic) retourverpakkingen. Een re-
use systeem faalt bij complexe ketens, lange afstanden en producten met verschillende verpakkingsvereisten.
Retourneren van deze verpakkingen naar de producent is vaak onmogelijk en zeker niet rendabel. En wat te
denken van de praktische aspecten van voedselveiligheid? In de voedselketen is voedselveiligheid van groot
belang. Single-use kartonnen verpakkingen bieden hygiénische voordelen. www.fefco.org

Gebruik kennis en voorkom schade aan werkgelegenheid.

Met de amendementen op het PPWR voorstel negeren de indieners in het Europarlement de waarde van
hernieuwbare, natuurlijke materialen zoals golfkarton. Het nastreven van onrealistische en in de praktijk
onhaalbare doelstellingen voor hergebruik (re-use) kan leiden tot het tegenwerken van
verduurzamingsprocessen en de vermindering van concurrentie op de markt.

Dat dit desastreuze gevolgen kan hebben voor de bedrijven en werkgelegenheid is evident. Europa telt 660
golfkartonfabrieken die werk bieden aan circa 100.000 mensen. Indirect worden door de golfkartonindustrie
nog eens 270.000 banen gecreéerd. Regio’s waar deze bedrijven zijn gevestigd zullen hieronder lijden. In
Nederland b.v. N-Brabant, Limburg, Gelderland, Overijssel, Groningen, Zuid Holland.

Wij zijn van mening dat het Europarlement terughoudend moet zijn met haar amendementen op de
voorliggende PPWR-voorstellen. Uiteraard is onze industrie te allen tijde behulpzaam om kennis te delen met
de beleidsmakers.


http://www.fefco.org/
http://www.fefco.org/
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CBA branche organisatie.

Dit bericht is afkomstig van de Corrugated Benelux Association (CBA), de overkoepelende ledenorganisatie
van de Belgische en Nederlandse Golfkartonindustrie. CBA behartigt de belangen van haar leden, heeft geen
commerciéle doelstelling en verkoopt en produceert geen golfkarton.

Contact en informatie

Voor meer informatie kunt u contact opnemen met Peter van Ostaijen, directeur van CBA:
peter.van.ostaijen@golfkarton.org / 00 31 (0)6 51 53 30 53. Ik ben graag bereid tot het geven van meer
informatie dan wel een interview.

Packaging Gateway

https://www.packaging-gateway.com/news/ds-smith-risks-ppwr-amendments/#catfish


mailto:peter.van.ostaijen@golfkarton.org
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DS Smith warns of risks
associated with proposed PPWR
amendments

DS Smith citied a report by the OECD to support its arguments against
the reform.

B ritish packaging company DS Smith has wa

the EU's Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR).

The company said that if the European Commission agrees to the new rules that will change
the PPWR, the market will be flooded with ‘millions of tonnes’ of new plastic and decades-
long progress of plastic waste reduction could be reversed.
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The latest announcement comes as the EU considers accepting the new rules under the
PPWR.

However, DS Smith said that the members of the European Parliament and the EU member
states are still debating the PPWR's proposed amendments, which include introducing
‘mandatory reuse targets for all materials’.

DS Smith Strategy & Innovation group head Alex Manisty said: “We support the aims of the
[European] Green Deal and the new legislation, but amendments that mandate reuse targets
for paper and cardboard would compromise the EU corrugated cardboard industry, embed a
plastic economy into the market, and hold us back on climate change.

“Recycling and reuse both have a role to play in packaging circularity and should be
complementary. Reuse systems should be used where beneficial for the environment,
economy and society.

“Imposing mandatory reuse targets would only benefit the plastic industry. The commission
recognised this by deliberately excluding corrugated cardboard from most of the mandatory
reuse targets. We call on the European Parliament and member states to do the same.”

DS Smith cited the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development's report,
which claims that the implementation of these proposed amendments would result in the
addition of more plastic pieces to the current 91% of pre-existing unrecycled plastic.

DS Smith added that the new rules will penalise the most widely recycled packaging
materials and pose threats to the EU's recycling system while nullifying its own recent
policy efforts, including the Single-Use Plastics Directive.

Furthermore, the proposed amendments would directly contradict the objectives of the
international treaty to minimise plastic pollution, the company claimed.

Share this article

= in ¥ f
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https://www.politico.eu/sponsored-content/act-now-amendments-to-packaging-rules-will-cause-flood-of-

plastic-pollution/
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Act now: Amendments to packaging rules will cause ‘flood of

plastic’ pollution

Call to correct mistakes in proposed amendments to EU Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation that will penalize recyclable materials, like cardboard,

while promoting the plastics industry.

[—

via Smurfit Kappa

BY SAVERIO MAYER, CEO EUROPE SMURFIT KAPPA

JULY 19, 2023 ] 5:00 AM CET

Imagine you're in charge of regulating packaging in the European Union. You're bringing in
some new rules to reduce waste and pollution. So far, so good. But then it is revealed that an
amendment mandating the reuse of packaging will cause a flood of plastic. That is exactly the

opposite of what you’re trying to achieve. Do you vote for it anyway?

The answer is obvious. Yet this is the exact dilemma now facing the EU, as it debates proposed

amendments to the Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR).

Everyone supports what the EU wants to achieve with this regulation. But recent amendments
are counterproductive. They would impose mandatory re-use rules for transport packaging in
too general a way. In practice, this decision would penalize recyclable materials, like
cardboard, while promoting the plastics industry.

Analysis from trade association FEFCO has found that, instead of being significantly cut, the
amount of unnecessary plastic transport packaging being produced will double by 2040, It
isn’t possible to recycle plastic without making it more toxic. But that doesn’t mean we should
give up and accept that producing mountains more to reuse is a good alternative.
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66 Instead of being significantly cut, the amount of unnecessary plastic transport
packaging being produced will double by 2040.

‘Our whole business at Smurfit Kappa is built around
reducing the environmental impact of packaging on the
planet and improving supply chains for billions of people.
‘We use our expertise in innovation to develop sustainable
packaging, especially substitutes for plastics. These are
renewable, recyclable and biodegradable. We recycle the
fibers of our boxes 25 times over their lifespan. At the end,
they just return to nature.

Plastic always remains. It is manufactured from fossil
fuels and only 9 percent globally is recycled®. This is a
terrible combination. Even the small amount of plastic
that is eventually recycled will one day be burned and
release CO2, or end up as litter. It does not return to the

earth like cardboard.

erio Mayer, CEO Europe Smuriit Kappa.
Via Smurfit Kappa

On the other hand, paper-based products are fully

renewable, recyclable, and biodegradable. Cardboard in particular plays an important role in

the EU’s transition towards a circular economy.

‘We have an excellent, high-performance recycling system for cardboard, with a recycling rate
above 90 percent, the highest of any packaging material in Europe. Corrugated cardboard
packaging has an average recycled content of 89 percent,

Cardboard should always maintain its exclusion from any mandatory reuse target. We've
earned a voice in this debate because we continue to lead the industry on sustainability and
play a large part in severely reducing plastic usage. We collect used packaging and reuse more
than 90 percent as part of our closed-loop business model. Last year 94.3 percent of our

packaging was Chain of Custody certified under FSC, PEFC or SFI sustainability standards.

6 Plastic always remains. It is manufactured from fossil fuels and only 9 percent
globally is recycled. This is a terrible combination.

Brands like The North Face have set goals to reduce plastic and our company, Smurfit Kappa,
has helped them — for example, by phasing out polybags from online orders in favor of more
sustainable paper-based packaging. The last thing most companies want to do is increase the
amount of plastic they’re using. Not only do customers care, but every company relies on the

natural world for stability and security.

‘We don’t want to roll back this progress and hand a win to yesterday’s economy. We're not
suggesting there’s absolutely no place for plastic where other methods don’t yet exist. There
are legitimate uses for things like medical equipment, or certain liquids. But we're talking

about a doubling of the plastic packaging used to move goods around. That’s unacceptable.

66 Ve have an excellent, high-performance recycling system for cardboard, with a
recycling rate above 90 percent, the highest of any packaging material in Europe.

Targets like this should only be introduced if it is beyond a doubt that they are good for
society, natural ecosystems and the economy. Campaigners like Greenpeace are right when
they say that increasing plastic usage is “inherently incompatible with a circular economy™*. It
is right to point out that there is still an urgent need to reduce plastic production. Unless this

kind of broad-sweep target is rejected or modified, it will take us in the opposite direction.

(1) https://www.politico.eu/sponsored-content/plastic-economy-the-unintended-

consequence-of reuse-targets/
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Tiskova zprava — Czech Republik

Svaz vyrobel
vinitych lepenek
TISKOVA ZPRAVA

Navrhované zmény v novém nafizeni EU o obalech by mohly zpisobit tsunami
plasta

Praha, 13. Cervenec 2023 — Evropsky parlament a fada projedndvaji navrh nového naftizeni
o obalech a obalovych odpadech, které ma stanovit nové cile pro budoucnost evropského
obalového primyslu. Cesky priimysl vinité lepenky tyto cile podporuje, ale neddvné
pozménovaci ndvrhy vytvareji znepokojivy precedens. Navrhované zmény by mély za
nasledek znaéné navySeni mnoZstvi opakované pouzitelnych oball, coZ by vyrazné zvysilo
mnoistvi plastti na trhu, a to v dobé, kdy spolecnost stéle vice usiluje o snizovani objemu
pouzivanych plastil. Do roku 2030 by v disledku téchto zmén mohl objem vyrobenych
plastovych obal( stoupnout az o 4 miliony tun.

Masivné navySovat mnoizstvi pouzivanych plastovych oball v dobé, kdy se evropska
spoleénost obecné snazi snizovat znecisténi plasty, postrada smysl. Pravé k tomu vsak
pravdépodobné v disledku navrhovanych zmén k novému narizeni EU o obalech a obalovych

odpadech (PPWR) dojde.

Svaz vyrobct vinitych lepenek (SVVL) je velmi znepokojeny neddvno predlozenymi
pozménovacimi navrhy, jeZ jsou v rozporu s postoji velké vétSiny verejnosti, kterd chce
snizovat mnozstvi plastového odpadu znecistujiciho nase parky, plédZe a oceany. Navic hrozi,
Ze tyto zmény zvrdti zhruba deset let Gsili o redukci plastovych obald, coZ je v rozporu

s ekologickymi cili EU stanovenymi v Zelené dohodé pro Evropu a akénim planu pro obéhové
hospodafstvi.

V poslednich tydnech byla odvétvi produkujici a zpracovavajici papir, lepenku a vyrobky

z téchto materidlG Sokovana pozmériovacimi ndvrhy, které by v pfipadé pfijeti zavedly
povinné cile pro minimalni miru opétovného poutiti pfepravnich obali. Tyto cile by

v dusledku prinesly vyrazné navySeni objemu plastovych oball, a navic by penalizovaly
papirové vyrobky, které jsou aktudlné ze vSech obalovych materidli recyklované v nejvyssi
mife.

Podle predbéinych vypoctl by tyto zmény mohly zptsobit, Ze do roku 2030 se mnozstvi
plastovych prepravek na trhu zvysi o 2,7 miliardy kust v celkové hmotnosti 4 miliona tun. Na
myti pouze poloviny téchto opakované poutzitelnych prepravek by se mohlo spotrebovat az 5
miliard litrG vody. Do roku 2040 by se navic jejich pocet mohl zvysit na 8,1 miliardy o
hmotnosti 12 milionG tun, a mnoZstvi vody potrebné na jejich Gdrzbu by tak vzrostlo na 16
miliard litrG.
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Plast se velmi obtizné rozklada, takze plastové lahve, obaly a prepravky po dosaZzeni konce
své Zivotnosti, zUstdvaji v Zivotnim prostredi. Naproti tomu lepenka je pIné obnovitelnd, ve
vysoké mire recyklovanad (vice neZ 80 %) a biologicky rozloZitelnd. A ambicidzni zdvazky
stanovené samotnym lepenkovym primyslem v rdmci planu na dosazeni uhlikové neutrality
¢ini navrhované povinné pouzivani opétovné pouzitelnych obald zbyteénym.

Walo Hinterberger, predseda SVVL, uvedl: ,Jsem témito pozménovaci ndvrhy velmi zklamdn.
Prilis mnoho lidi se domnivd, Ze opakované pouZitelné obaly jsou vZdy automaticky idedinim
fesenim — nékdy tomu tak opravdu je, protoZe sviij smysl maji recyklovateiné i opakované
pouZitelné obaly — a zapominaji pfitom na masivni ndrist mnoZstvi plasta, ktery je s im
spojen. V. mnoha pripadech je tento pristup krdtkozraky a Zivotni prostredi ve skutecnosti
poskozuje. Vyrobky z papiru a lepenky, které jsou nejen recyklovatelné a z vice nez 80 % také
rediné recyklované, ale rovné? biologicky rozlozZiteiné a mohou byt i opakované pouZiteiné,
by byly navrhovanymi zménami penalizovdny, aniZ by tyto mély jasny prinos pro Zivotni
prostiedi. Tyto zmény jsou v rozporu se smyslenim a sméfovdnim v oblasti ochrany Zivotniho
prostredi, jakoZ i s cili stanovenymi v Zelené dohodé pro Evropu a akénim pldnu pro obéhové
hospoddrstvi”

O Svazu vyrobct vinitych lepenek: Svaz vyrobcl vinitych lepenek je profesni organizaci, kterd sdruzuje spoleénosti
vyrabéjici vinité lepenky, obaly a jiné produkty z toho materialu. Clenové SVVL spolupracuji v oblasti propagace vinité
lepenky a podpote pozitivhiho vnimani nejen materiélu, ale i celého oboru. Obaly z vinité lepenky jsou zejména vyrobené
z recyklovaného (shérového) papiru a jsou biologicky odbouratelné. Svaz a je ¢lenem mezinarodni organizace FEFCO.

www.swvl.cz

Pro dal3i informace se prosim obratte na sekretaridt Svazu vyrobcl vinitych lepenek
(sekretariat@svvl.cz).

Poznamky pro editory:

Z recenzované studie analyzy zivotniho cyklu vyplyva, ze recyklovatelné lepenkové traye maji lepsi
vysledky nez opakované pouzitelné plastové alternativy v deseti z patnacti kategorii dopadu véetné
zmény klimatu. Opakované pouzitelné plastové traye musi byt na vic pouzity nejméné 63krat, aby
byly ekologicky udrzitelné.

Souhrnna zprava:

www.fefco.org/sites/default/files/2022/FEFCO Visual Overview v8.1.pdf
Podrobna zprava:
www.fefco.org/sites/default/files/2022/FEFCO_Comparative LCA_study.pdf
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The European Union (EU) is currently debating legislation which could lead to plastic
flooding the market and turning back the dial on progress in reducing consumption of

unnecessary plastic packaging. Andrew Large, Director General of the Confederation of POPULAR

Paper Industries, discusses. / ?: w;’
'\\.I {Q-t\\

The Packaging & Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) 3 ‘

will set new targets for the future of the European
packaging industry. The paper-based Industries support
the aspirations set out in the legislation, however, there
are a series of amendments which could set a concerning

P

precedent and risk an increase in the use of plastics,
which is neither sustainable nor beneficial to the
environment.

A recent peer-reviewed study commissioned by a

packaging outperforms reusable packaging overall on a

range of environmental indicators. The study also shows
that reusable plastic crates would need to be reused 63
times to be better for the climate than corrugated
alternatives.

Reusable packaging is not the ‘silver bullet’ that many p

people assume and can be worse for the environment than the recyclable alternative. Recyclable and

reusable are complementary options, and both must be considered.
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The amendments that have been proposed would introduce high levels of reusable packaging, without any w g;sl:‘"::::eerl:g

evidence that it is beneficial. That will significantly increase the amount of plastic on the market with initial .
The 45-truck electrit

research suggesting this could lead to millions of tonnes more plastic packaging by 2030. This is contrary powered by energy
predicted to cut dow

to the vast majority of public opinion, which wants less plastic waste in our parks, on our beaches, and in )
cent of previous CC

our oceans. Politicians too have a long-held ambition to decrease the amount of plastic in circulation and
this is reflected in the EU’s political aspirations as outlined in the Green Deal and Circular Economy Action
Plan.

Initial calculations suggest that the amendments could lead to 2.7 billion more plastic crates, weighing 4
million tonnes, on the market by 2030. The washing of just half of these reusable crates could consume 5
billion litres of water. By 2040 this could rise to 8.1 billion crates weighing 12 million tonnes, requiring 16
billion litres of water.

In recent days the paper-based industries have been shocked by these amendments which would impose
mandatory reuse targets for transport packaging. We are calling on legislators to reject the amendments
that would lead to significantly more plastic packaging and penalise paper-based products, which are the
most recycled of all packaging materials.

Plastic does not break down easily, so when bottles, wrappers or crates reach the end of their life they
remain in the environment. In contrast, cardboard is a sustainable choice for packaging as it is fully
renewable, recyclable, and biodegradable. Recyclable paper-based packaging is frequently more
compatible with 21st Century lifestyles, post-pandemic hygiene requirements, and existing recycling
infrastructure. Indeed, around 80 per cent of UK-made paper utilises recovered (recycled) paper, this is by
far the biggest use of recycled material from waste streams in the UK.

In addition to our superb credentials in terms of renewability and recycling, the paper industry has a clear
ambition to decarbonise and has established a roadmap setting out a series of commitments.

This work responds to the EU Green Deal goal to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 80-95 per cent by
2050. The European corrugated cardboard industry is circular by nature and has always been committed to
sustainable growth. This impressive new ambition reflects its continuous efforts to preserve the
environment and reduce GHG emissions.

Building on past achievements and thorough analytical work, the roadmap describes how the corrugated
cardboard sector is committed to achieving climate neutrality. It lays out key milestones, the most plausible
scenarios, the required investments, and the necessary policy measures to reach this goal.

The Confederation of Paper Industries (CPI) want legislators to listen to the concerns being expressed by
industry and not risk reversing the efforts of recent decades in tackling the blight of single-use plastics on
our environment. If we are serious about transitioning to a circular economy, paper-based products must be
at the heart of this, and we must consider the various factors which determine the sustainability of a
material.

LA Razon - sustainable packaging sector concerned

The sustainable packaging sector concerned about the EC's decision to favour the use of plastic over paper
and cardboard (larazon.es)



https://www.larazon.es/lr-content/sector-embalaje-sostenible-preocupado-decision-favorecer-uso-plastico-frente-papel-carton_2023081264ccad8d95af7e00014a7304.html
https://www.larazon.es/lr-content/sector-embalaje-sostenible-preocupado-decision-favorecer-uso-plastico-frente-papel-carton_2023081264ccad8d95af7e00014a7304.html
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The sustainable packaging sector
concerned about the EC's
decision to favour the use of
plastic over paper and cardboard

The European Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation that
prioritizes reuse over recycling could lead to an increase in plastic
packaging that would affect the economy and environment of the
European Union. International Paper joins the message of the
European Federation of Corrugated Board Manufacturers, FEFCO,
which views with concern the standard proposed by the European
Commission

A''Plastic packaging has to be reused 63 times to be more sustainable than corrugated
cardboard.”" International Paper

THE REASON

Created: 12.08.2023 07:03 @ 0 O 8

Last update: 12.08.2023 07:03

The European Commission has recently presented a draft of the European
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) that aims to manage
packaging and waste and regulate a policy that promotes their recyclability
and reuse. However, this first text has aroused concern since reuse seems to
have a preferential role over recycling.
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What a priori might seem beneficial for sustainability, in the long run could
result in a greater problem, by favoring plastic packaging, much more difficult
to recycle than paper and cardboard. It is a measure that not only affects
sustainability in the European Union, but also distorts free competition in the
markets by prioritizing one material over another.

A step backwards in sustainability

The objectives imposed by this regulation should concern and alert the
European Union to the risks involved in a transformation of the packaging
sector towards an exclusively reusable path, leaving aside the important work
of recycling.

Opting for packaging that can be used numerous times presents plastic, a
material made from fossil materials, as the only option. This means that many
of the companies that have taken the step towards sustainability by choosing
recyclable materials, such as cardboard, will have to replace their renewable
materials with plastic, which will mean tons of this material going out on the
streets and, finally, being discarded when its useful life ends.

The need to reuse will also mean a considerable increase in energy and water
costs, as well as an increase in transport logistics that will lead to an increase
in CO2 pollution. One more reason that sticks to reuse over recycling is not the
most sustainable response, nor the one that the European Union should
choose.

aCardboard box. |nternational Paper
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Corrugated Cardboard Vs. Plastic

Corrugated cardboard, in addition to providing robust packaging solutions
that effectively prevent products from being damaged, is an environmentally
friendly material since it can be recycled by 89%, according to the European
Federation of Corrugated Manufacturers (FEFCO).

"Plastic packaging has to be reused 63 times to be more sustainable than
corrugated cardboard”

The Federation has been concerned about the EC's decision to favor reuse,
noting that, to achieve the objectives established by the regulation, an
additional 12 million tons of plastic would have to go on the market, assuming
areuse of 10 times a year.

Likewise, in a study presented in May 2022, FEFCO explains that for a plastic
packaging to be better for climate change than a corrugated cardboard one, it
would have to be reused 63 times, an unlikely goal since, according to the
available scientific data, the return rate of plastic hoxes has an average of 24
times.
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AThe European Commission has recently presented a draft of the European Packaging and Packaging
Waste Regulation. [nternational Paper

International Paper concerned about the
European Packaging and Packaging Waste
Regulation
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International Paper concerned about the
European Packaging and Packaging Waste
Regulation

International Paper, a world leader in the production of cardboard and fibre
packaging, subscribes to FEFCO's message and warns about the
consequences that this Regulation could have on the planet and the economy
if there are no changes before reaching its final publication.

The company, which has several factories in Spain, owns, in turn, one of the
largest paper recyclers in the Community of Madrid, the recycling company
CARPA, which each month collects 12,000 tons of used paper and boxes and
delivers them to the Madrid Mill factory, also of IP, to produce recycled paper
that, Subsequently, other plants of the company convert them into corrugated
cardboard boxes. With these actions, they ensure that their products are both
recyclable and from recycled materials.

alnternational Paper, a world leader in the production of cardboard and fiber packaging, subscribes to
FEFCO's message. nicrnational Paper
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News ' July 13,2023

Smurfit Kappa warns: EU rules to
double plastic packaging by 2040

Other industry voices has joined in raising concerns about the perceived
bias towards plastic in planned mandatory packaging reuse targets.

By Mohamed Dabo
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The planned mandate would compromise the EU corrugated cardboard industry, embed a plastic economy into the market, and hold us
back on climate change, industry experts say. Credit: Wetzkaz Graphics via Shutterstock.

D ublin-based cardboard box manufacturer Smurfit Kappa has raised concerns over
proposed changes to European Union (EU) packaging regulations.

The company warns that these amendments could have a “counterproductive” effect,
potentially leading to a doubling of plastic usage within the EU by 2040.

The European Commission introduced the Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation in
November last year, intending to reduce packaging pollution and ensure that all packaging
becomes reusable or recyclable by 2030.


https://www.packaging-gateway.com/news/smurfit-kappa-eu-rules-double-plastic/
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However, members of the European Parliament have tabled a series of amendments to this
proposal. One of the key amendments suggests the implementation of mandatory reuse
targets for all packaging materials.

It proposes a reuse target of at least 90% for transport packaging by 2040.

Potential negative impacts on plastic and paper packaging
industries

Smurfit Kappa, a member of the European Corrugated Packaging Association (Fefco), claims
that the proposed amendments, specifically the mandatory reuse targets for all packaging
materials, may result in an increase in plastic usage and negatively impact the paper
packaging industry, which focuses on recycling.

Fefco asserts that meeting the reuse targets would flood the market with plastic packaging,

such as reusable crates.

This would require the plastics industry to produce an additional 8.1 billion plastic crates,
resulting in an extra 12 million tonnes of plastic in circulation.

Industry leaders express concerns

Smurfit Kappa CEO of the European division Saverio Mayer expresses support for the
ambitions of the EU regulations but criticises the proposed amendments as

counterproductive.

Mayer warns that these changes would double the amount of unnecessary plastic produced
by 2040, going against the global trend of reducing plastic usage. UK-based company DS
Smith, a leading player in the corrugated cardboard industry, also opposes the amendments.

DS Smith head of strategy and innovation, Alex Manistry, emphasises that while they
support the EU’s goals and new legislation, mandating reuse targets for paper and
cardboard would negatively impact the corrugated cardboard industry and hinder progress

on climate change.

https://www.packaging-gateway.com/news/eu-dilemma-packaging-requlation-amendments/?cf-view
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News = July 20,2023

EU faces dilemma in packaging
regulation amendments

While the EU's aim to regulate packaging and reduce waste is
commendable, the proposed amendments to the PPWR require further
scrutiny.

By Mohamed Dabo

SAY NOTO

PLASTIC

There are calls to rectify errors in proposed amendments to the EU Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulations. Credit: Panchenko
Vladimir via Shutterstock.

he European Union (EU) is grappling with a dilemma as it considers proposed
amendments to its Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulations (PPWR).
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The EU’s intention is to reduce waste and pollution through new rules, but recent
amendments have raised concerns about their unintended consequences.

One particular amendment mandating the reuse of packaging has the potential to cause a
surge in plastic waste, contradicting the EU’s environmental goals. The amendments may be
counterproductive and have a negative impact on recycling efforts and the environment.
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Amendments favour mandatory re-use rules for plastic packaging

The proposed amendments to the PPWR include mandatory re-use rules for transport
packaging. However, critics argue that these rules are too broad and do not consider the

nuances of different packaging materials.

While the intention in promoting re-use is commendable, there is concern that imposing
such rules without sufficient consideration can penalise recvclable materials such as

cardboard and inadvertently favour the plastics industry.

Trade association FEFCO [the Fédération Européenne des Fabricants de Carton Ondule or
European Federation of Corrugated Board Manufacturers]'s analysis indicates that rather
than seeing a significant reduction, the amount of unnecessary plastic transport packaging
produced could double by 2040.

Cardboard in the circular economy

Smurfit Kappa, a leading packaging company, emphasises the importance of sustainable
packaging and highlights the role of substitutes for plastics, particularly renewable,

recyclable and biodegradable paper-based products.

Cardboard in particular plays a vital role in the EU’s transition toward a circular economy.
Smurfit Kappa's CEO, Saverio Mayer, underlines the fact that cardboard is fully renewable,

recyclable and biodegradable.

The company has a high-performance recycling system for cardboard, achieving a recycling
rate above 90% - the highest among all packaging materials in Europe.

With an average recycled content of 89%, corrugated cardboard packaging contributes
significantly to reducing plastic usage and waste.

Environmental harms of plastic packaging

Only 9% of plastic is globally recycled. This low rate has negative environmental impacts and
coupled with the use of fossil fuels in plastic production, creates an unsustainable situation.
While a small portion of plastic may be recycled, it ultimately contributes to CO2 emissions
when burned or when it becomes litter, since it is unable to biodegrade as cardboard does.

The need for reducing plastic production is urgent, and campaigners, including Greenpeace,

rightly argue that increasing plastic usage contradicts the principles of a circular economy.

https://www.hexingpackaging.com/newst/title-eu-rules-to-double-plastic-package-by-2040/
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Title: EU Rules to Double Plastic Package by 2040

Dublin-based carton maker Smurfit Kappa has expressed concern over proposed changes to European Union (EU) packaging regulations, warning that the new
rules could double the amount of plastic packaging by 2040.

The European Union has been actively working to implement measures to reduce plastic waste and promote more sustainable packaging solutions. However,

Smurfit-Kappa believes the proposed changes could have unintended consequences that could end up increasing rather than reducing plastic consumption.

Under current EU regulations, it is already challenging for companies to ensure that their packaging materials meet the required standards. Smurfit Kappa said

the proposed changes would impose new restrictions on the use of certain materials and could force companies to use more plastic packaging.

While the aim behind the amendments is to reduce the environmental impact of packaging materials, Smurfit Kappa suggests that the regulations need to be
carefully considered. The company highlighted the need for a holistic approach that considers factors such as the life cycle of different packaging materials,

recycling infrastructure and consumer behaviour.

Smurfit Kappa believes that instead of focusing primarily on reducing the consumption of specific materials, moving to more sustainable solutions, such as
recyclable and biodegradable packaging, will more effectively achieve the desired environmental goals. They emphasized the importance of considering the

entire life cycle of packaging materials, including their recyclability and waste reduction potential.

In addition, Smurfit Kappa says investing in improved recycling infrastructure will be crucial to ensure the successful implementation of any new packaging
regulations. Without sufficient facilities to deal with the increased volumes of packaging waste, the new rules could inadvertently lead to more waste being sent to

landfill or incinerators, offsetting overall EU waste reduction targets.

The company also emphasized the importance of consumer education and behavior change. While packaging regulations can certainly play a role in reducing
waste, the ultimate success of any sustainability initiative relies on individual consumers making smarter choices and adopting eco-friendly habits. Smurfit Kappa

believes educating consumers about the importance of recycling and the environmental impact of their choices is critical to long-term, sustainable change.

In conclusion, Smurfit Kappa's concerns over proposed changes to EU packaging regulations highlight the need for a holistic approach to tackling plastic waste
and promoting sustainable packaging solutions. While the intention to reduce plastic consumption is laudable, it is important to carefully consider potential
unintended consequences and ensure that any new regulations consider the entire life cycle of packaging materials, invest in recycling infrastructure, and

prioritize consumer education. Only with a comprehensive strategy can the EU successfully address the environmental challenges posed by packaging waste.



