Packaging Europe’s 2026 Sustainability Awards opens for submissions

Packaging Europe invites organizations from every corner of the global packaging industry to nominate their innovations for the Sustainability Awards, which celebrates its tenth birthday in 2026.
The mission of the packaging Sustainability Awards is to spotlight the innovations and initiatives taking vital steps towards best environmental practices in packaging applications. In line with this ethos, applications are open to everyone from start-ups and manufacturers to global brands and research organizations – no entry fees apply.
The award categories have also been revised this year, introducing clearer distinctions between key areas of innovation and dedicated awards for early-stage companies. New additions include:
· Circular Plastics – Innovations supporting the transition to a circular economy in polymers (improving recyclability, increasing recycled content/recycling rates, etc.);
· Digital Transformation – Solutions supporting sustainable transformation in packaging through digital innovation, AI or connected packaging;
· Start-Up – New Materials – Start-up technologies introducing innovative materials with positive environmental impacts in packaging applications;
· Start-Up – New Systems – Sustainable packaging formats and systems developed by start-ups;
· Research & Development – Early-stage research & development in materials, processes and technologies with packaging sustainability applications;
· Thinking Big – Initiatives, projects and collaborations that make an outstanding contribution to minimizing the environmental impact of packaging and its supply chain.
Applications will be judged by a diverse panel of 50+ international experts, adhering to transparent rules and processes. Packaging Europe plays a strictly organizational role and does not influence the outcome. 
The finalists will be announced on 1st June 2026. Shortlisted nominees will receive major exposure through various Packaging Europe channels; these include exclusive interviews shared across social media platforms and a feature in Packaging Europe’s annual sustainable innovation report.
Finally, the winners will be revealed at an awards ceremony on 11th November 2026 – taking place during this year’s Sustainable Packaging Summit, the leading international packaging sustainability event. The Summit will take place at the Jaarbeurs, Utrecht on 10th – 12th November 2026; register your interest here.
Submissions will remain open until 10th March 2026. Click here to submit your entry.
Tim Sykes, brand director at Packaging Europe, comments: “The Sustainability Awards plays an important role in highlighting genuinely impactful innovations and initiatives that the whole industry can adopt and emulate, and we see it continue to grow as more and more transformative emerges from outside the traditional powerhouses of innovation – for example, last year’s overall winner of the competition was from Ethiopia.
 “This year we mark the tenth annual edition of the packaging Sustainability Awards, which has grown over the years to become the biggest and most impactful global competition for packaging sustainability, thanks in no small part to the breadth of expertise of our international jury and the judges’ generosity and integrity in supporting the initiative.”

